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PLEASE CIRCULATE THIS UPDATE TO AS MANY PEOPLE AS

POSSIBLE
(If you wish to receive the WASLI Newsletter then please send your
contact details to WASLI Secretary wasli.secretary @btinternet.com )

Happy New Year
GOVERNING DOCUMENT IS READY

The Governing Document is now completed and ready. If you would like a
copy please contact the WASLI Secretary at the above email address. The
Governing Document has taken a long time to get ready and has had a lot
of work done since the conference in South Africa. A big thank you to all
those who have worked on this document from the time it started to
31/12/05 when it was finally finished.

The Governing Document will be uploaded to our website when this is
ready.

Heri Za Mwaka MpyaYa
WORCESTER DECLARATION IS RATIFIED

On 18 Dec 2005, a correspondence was sent to the 33 countries
represented in South Africa asking the representatives to contact all those
who attended the conference from their country and ask them to ratify or
approve the Worcester Declaration. The deadline for response was 13
January 2006.

So far the following countries have responded and all have given their
approval to the Worcester Declaration:

Australia Argentina England, Wales NI
Brazil Cameroon Finland

Germany Hong Kong Lithuania

Kenya Madagascar Malaysia
Netherlands Nigeria Palestine

Saudi Arabia Spain Sweden

USA Zimbabwe

Xin Nian Kuai Le
WORK BEGINS - WORK PROGRAMME 2005-2007 IS

COMPLETE
The WASLI Work Programme 2005-2007 is now a 15-page document that
details what work needs to be done. The Executive Board and co-opted



members with the assistance of other individuals will now begin to do the
work.

Antum salimoun
WHEN CAN YOU JOIN WASLI?

Many people want to know when they can join. The membership
structures are being put in place now. The membership fee schedule (to
include individuals) is being finalised and the applications forms and
procedures are being worked on right now. An update to follow

S Novim Godom

WHAT ABOUT THE WASLI WEBSITE?

A high priority is to get a WASLI website up and running because this
will be a very effective way of communicating with the world. The
current address www.rid.org/wasli is no longer being used. We are
now working to get the new WASLI website ready for you. An update
to follow

Feliz Ano Nuevo

MADRID 2007

The WASLI President will shortly be meeting with the President of WFD
together with officials from CNSE (The National Confederation of the Deaf in
Spain) and more information about WASLI 2007 will be available in
February or March 2006.

Akimashite Omedetto Gozaimasu
WHO ARE THE PEOPLE ON THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AND
WHO HAS BEEN CO-OPTED?

Officers: President: Liz Scott Gibson (Scotland) - Vice President - Philemon
Akach (South Africa) - Secretary - Zane Hema (England) - Treasurer - Liz
Scully (Canada)

Regional Reps:

North America - Deb Russell (Canada)

Asia - Emiko Ichikawa (Japan)

Transcaucasia & Central Asia - Anna Komarova (Russia)
Europe - Marco Nardi (Italy)

Australasia/Oceania - to be advised

South America - to be advised

Africa - to be advised

Co-optees: Dr D Burch (USA) Bill Moody (USA) Nigel Cleaver (England)
Arun Rao (India) Francois Deysel (South Africa) Ito Tadashi (Japan) Knud
Sondergaard (WFD)

Contact: wasli.secretary @btinternet.com




NEWS FROM COLLEAGUES AROUND THE WORLD
ENGLAND

A COLLECTION FOR WASLI

A group of people from RAD (Royal Association in Aid of Deaf People) took a
collection at their Christmas dinner and raised £350.00 for WASLI. Thank
you. Visit www.rad.org.uk and visit www.asli.org.uk

MADAGASCAR
REPORT AFTER SOUTH AFRICA

Theodoric Rajaonary from Madagascar reports that he has already given his
report to the Deaf Federation Committee in Madagascar and shared the
WASLI press release with the local newspaper. rajaonary2525@yahoo.com

MALTA
WORKING TO SET UP A NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

Maria Azzopardi from Malta reports @n fact | have some good news. We're
working on the establishment of our Association. The main aim of this
association is to get training for all us and push the profession forward and
to be a support for each other. To correspond with interpreters in Malta
send an email to interpreters.Ism @gmail.com

AUSTRALIA
A NEW BOOK ON INTERPRETING DUE OUT SOON

Dr Jemina Napier from Australia sends a message that Qou may be
interested in this new book coming out (end of January 2006) entitled:
'Sign Language Interpreting: Theory & Practice in Australia and New
Zealand'. Although it is written specifically for sign language interpreting
in the Australasian context, much of the discussions relate to spoken and
signed language interpreters worldwide. For more information - go to:
http://www.federationpress.com.au/bookstore/book.asp?isbn=1862875839

ZIMBABWE
WORKING TO SET UP A NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

It is my pleasure to let you know the developments of the recently held
workshop of Sign Language Interpreters in Zimbabwe about HIV and AIDS
where | also elaborated on the need to establish our Association.
Interpreters agreed that it is vital to initially get training so that all have the
same knowledge and basic skills towards Sign language Interpreting.
Although | explained to them about the conference held in South Africa
many suggested that after the training of Interpreters on the basics they
would be in a position to communicate freely with Deaf people.

Some interpreters from different Provinces in Zimbabwe also stressed the
need for me visit them in their respective places and equip them with
relevant basics of Sign language Interpreting. | reiterated that | couldn®
do that due to financial constrains.

This report is from Peaceway Zvomunyika zvomunyika@yahoo.com

SWEDEN
DONATES A SECOND HAND COMPUTER TO BRAZIL

In South Africa, the Swedish delegation brought a second hand computer
that they wished to donate to a country who was working to set up a



national association or who had recently set up an Association in the last 2
years. It was decided to put all the names of those eligible and interested
into a hat and draw a winner. The winner was BRAZIL.

However if you have second hand equipment, computers that you would
like to donate then there are a number of other countries needing
assistance so contact the WASLI Secretary.

NEW ZEALAND
FIRST DEAF PERSON TO SERVE ON JURY

Sign language interpreters have made it possible for a Deaf Victoria
University lecturer to serve on a jury in what is believed to be a first for
New Zealand

http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,3466745a11,00.htm]|

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

DEAF COMMUNITY SUFFERING DUE TO LACK OF INTERPRETER

"We need more interpreters in Trinidad and Tobago," lan Dhanolal of the
Agape Deaf Centre said at Deaf Awareness Day
http://www.trinidadexpress.com/index.pl/article_news?id=119440993

DEAF NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD
JAMAICA
SPECIAL DRIVER'S TEST FOR DEAF

Opposition Member of Parliament Joseph Hibbert wants answers from the
government on the development of a policy to grant driver's licenses to
totally Deaf persons
http://www.jamaicaobserver.com/news/html/20051105T210000-
050091884 _OBS_HIBBERT_CALLS FOR_SPECIAL_DRIVER_S_TEST_ FOR
DEAF_BEFORE_ISSUING_LICENSES_.asp

SINGAPORE
DEAF INDIAN PERFORMERS DANCE WITHOUT MUSIC

Dancing without music -- that is what the performers from the school have
been trained to do, under the tutelage of Astad Deboo, who has worked
with the Deaf for the last 17 years
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/singaporelocalnews/view/176802/

1/.html

JAPAN
BAN ON DEAF DRIVER UNDER REVIEW

uUntil recently, Japan's Road Traffic Law totally banned the Deaf from
obtaining driver's licenses

http://mdn.mainichi-
msn.co.jp/national/news/20051102p2a00m0na023000c.html

| SRAEL
DEAF FOREIGN WORKER BEATEN UP BY IMMIGRATION
POLICE



Immigration police officers on Wednesday morning brutally beat a Deaf
foreign worker at the restaurant where he works in Tel Aviv
http://www.haaretzdaily.com/hasen/spages/643633.html

AUSTRALIA
ERIN'S IN TOUCH FOR SUCESS AT GAMES

Sixteen-year-old Riverside High student Erin Turner is looking forward to
swimming at the Pacific School Games in Melbourne, even though she won't
hear a starter's gun

http://www.examiner.com.au/story.asp?id=316183

PHILLIPINES
COFFEE DRINKERS LEARN A NEW LANGUAGE

The coffee shop, run by young Deaf entrepreneurs, encourages customers
to use sign language when placing their orders for coffee and gourmet
sandwiches

http://news.inq7.net/metro/index.php?index=1&story id=55603

USA
MAN TO START SIGN LANGUAGE COMMUNITY

Miller said the future residents of Laurent, S.D., may come from all
backgrounds and experiences with one exception: they must be able to
communicate with sign language
http://www.redandblack.com/vnews/display.v/ART/2005/10/17/4352ec229
111f

LEBANON
SIGN OF FAITH

When the Rev. Darren Gillespie moved to Lebanon in June to become
minister of the Lebanon United Methodist Church, he brought more than his
family. He brought an interpreter
http://www.lebanonenterprise.com/articles/2005/11/23/news/news02.txt

CANADA
RETHINK BAN ON DEAF BLOODS DONOR

The Canadian Blood Services (CBS) agency has an appropriate motto: "It's
a right to receive blood and a privilege to give it."
http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Lay
out/Article Typel&c=Article&cid=1132354212801&call pageid=968256290
204&c0l=968350116795

NEXT EDITION: More news and information from WASLI

If you have any news or information that you would like to include then
please send your contribution to the WASLI Secretary at the email address

below.

The WASLI Executive Board & Co-optees (2005) wasli.secretary@btinternet.com

Officers: President: Liz Scott Gibson (Scotland) - Vice President - Philemon Akach (South Africa) - Secretary - Zane Hema
(England) - Treasurer - Liz Scully (Canada)

Regional Reps: North America - Deb Russell (Canada) - Asia - Emiko Ichikawa (Japan) - Transcaucasia & Central Asia - Anna
Komarova (Russia) - Europe - Marco Nardi (Italy) - Australasia/Oceania - to be advised - South America - to be advised - Africa
- to be advised

Co-optees: Dr D Burch (USA) Bill Moody (USA) Nigel Cleaver (England) Arun Rao (India) Francois Deysel (South Africa) Ito
Tadashi (Japan) Knud Sondergaard (WFD)




